

BILLERICAY 


Who is behind “the 
mark of Zorro”? 

POLICE are hunting a serial 
graffiti tagger whose symbol 
is a Z • - Just like legendary 
fictional outlaw Zorro. 

Full story p7 


Council rejects 
terrorism plaque 

A NEW memorial to 
recognise victims of terror 
attacks has been vetoed by 
council chiefs. 


WICKFORD 


Have you got what it 
takes to save a life? 

WHY not make the difference 
between life and death as part of 
Wickford's dedicated team of 
first responders? 

Find out more pll 


BILLERICAY 


It’s make or break 
time for local shops 

WHY it's everyone's duty to do 
what they can to support High, 
Street traders this Chnstmatr 
by shopping local. 

Full story plO 


Council backs down over new legal challenge 


£2M BILL 


TO EVICT 


GIPSIES 


Paul Dent-Jones 

paul dent-jonesOgazettenevrt co uk 

MORE than Elmillion of taxpayers' cash 
has been spent in court fees fighting 
travellers at Britain's biggest illegal camp 
site. 

And the bill to Joe Public will reach 
more than £2.3million if and when an 
eviction goes ahead. 

The shocking revelation came as Basil- 
don council leader Malcolm Buckley an- 
nounced the authority would not be de- 
fending a legal challenge by gipsies at 
Dale Farm, Crays Hill, over its contro- 


versial log-cabin community centre - 
which was built without planning per- 
mission because of escalating costs. 

Instead, council chiefs will wait for a 
Court of Appeal hearing in December 
when a final decision will be made over a 
potential eviction of both Dale Farm and 
the Hovefields site In WickfbnL 
Legal wrangle 

CUr Buckley told the Gazette; "Pol 
lowing the Court or Appeal hearing we 
expect to be in a position to press ahead 
with the eviction anyway 
“it would cost a substantial five-figure 


sum to fight this In court and we can't 
justify spending more of taxpayers' cash, 
especially when we may be able to remove 
the cabin soon depending on the outcome 
of the Court of Appeal hearing." 

Travellers had sought another judicial 
review to challenge the council’s decision 
to remove the 1 12.000 cabin, which was 
controversially funded by Essex County 
Council s Youth Opportunity and Youth 
Capital Funds, and then built on Green 
Belt land without planning permission 
back in May 

The legal wrangle is on top of Basildon 
• Continued on p3 


Full steam 
ahead for 
panto stars 


FESTIVE cheer is being brought to Bar- 
leylands by the stars of Cinderella at the 
Towngate Theatre. The Charity Christ- 
mas Shopping Event Is on Thursday 
November 20 in aid of Essex FM’s Essex 
Kids charity an«t breast cancer charities. 









